Conjoined suppuration of the gums and. alveoli, appears to be occasioned by a morbid excitement in the periosteum of the teeth and alveoli, from some internal cause, and from the period of life at which it generally attacks the patient, it has been considered by most writers on the subject, as an indication of some change in the economy of the system, or constitutional depravity in the circulating fluids by which a change in the vascular action of the part affected is produced, and which terminates in a conjoined suppuration, &c.
Hence, it has been alleged, that those who are most frequently attacked by the disease are such as are of full habit of body, or, in other words, corpulent; and those who, after the meridian of life are subject to a habitual costiveness. It is said to be also occasioned by great exercise of mind, sedentary habits, melancholy, bad diet, suppression of the hemorrhoides, the sudden closing up or healing of issues and seatons, the 'repercussion' of some prevailing cutaneous disease, &c.
With women it is said to be occasioned by the premature and repeated suppression of the milk. It is likewise considered as a consequence of obstructed catamenia, as it is found frequently to prevail with those of the sex who are "mal-reglees," or with those who have experienced a cessation of the ecoulement periodique, &c.
What ever agency these circumstances may have in the production or the promotion of the disease, I shall not pretend to decide. This much, however, may be relied on?the disease, as Bourdet has very correctly observed, seldom attacks any person Hence, frequently, the extremely fetid smell accompanying this discharge of pus.
I shall next offer some brief remarks on the treatment of this complaint. Hence, whatever encouragement may be held out, or promises given for the cure of this disease when it really prevails, it will be found at last that every means and every effort will prove ineffectual.
